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Jab lifts

By CLAIR WEAVER

AUSTRALIANS are be-
inz put at unnecessary
risk by mass vaccination
for swine f{lu, which is
maore likely to cause harm
than provide protection,

This is the stark warn-
ng to the Government
fmvm one of the nation’s
reost respected experts on
infectious diseases,

In a scathing assess-
ment of Australia®s hand-
ling of the pandemic, Pro-
fessor Peter Collignon
gays an inappropriate
vaccine program has pul
the public’s health at
“needless risk®”,

His alert come as a
series of Canadian studies
unexpectedly reveal the
seasonal flu jab can dou-
ble the risk of people
developing swine flu.

Professor Collignon,
director of Canberra Hos
pital’s infectious diseases
unit, told The Sunday
Telegraph the benefits of
the jab ““‘don’t outweigh
the adverse affccts?’,

“We have to be very
wary of risk,”® he said.

“We need to have
more work done before
we roll the vaccine out to
the entire population.’®

Professor  Collignon’s

swine
flu risk

views are published in the
latest editions of the Med-
ical Journal of Australia
and Australian Prescriber,

He is concerned by the
Canadian research find-
ings and warns that Aus-
tralia does not have
adequalte post-vaccine
surveillance to establish
the risk here.

“*The available evid-
ence from these studies
suggests that if vou have
the seasonal flu vaccine,
vou have twice the
chance of ending up in
hospital with swine flu,*?
he said.

Professor Collignon
claimed in Awustralian
Prescriber that the swine-
flu jab was only about 50
Per cent protective — and
about half the population
was already immune to
HINI, as related strains
had circulated in the past.

Fuelled by “‘wide-
spread fear®”, the Federal
Government had made
““inappropriate”  decis-
ions, including mass vac-
cination of low-risk peo-
ple, his report concluded,

The chances of an oth-
erwise healthy person dy-
ing of swine flu were less
than one in a million,
making it less deadly than
normal flu, he said.



